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TEENS ON 
Students living away from home discuss life 
By Lisa Pope 
and Shana Holsteen 

A dream of all teenagers 
is tq have their own privacy, 

· independence, their own
responsibility, their own set
of rules, and their own
place to stay. They want a
life without the constant
nagging of parents and the
bother of the other people's
rules. They leave their
homes in search of self
worth and a sense of feel-

on his own, the office simp­
ly counts the absence as a 
skip. For every hour 
counted as a skip, the stu­
dent receives three days of 
detention. Lance now has 
sixty-three days to serve. 

Lance said, "If you're 
having a conflict with your 
parents and don't live at 
home, why would they call 
in for you?" 

As a teen basically on his 
own, Lance feels that the 

"If you' re having a conflict with 
your parents and don't live at 
home, why would they call in for 
you.'' 

' . ' 

school should make some 
compromises to the 
students that live on their 
own, especially if they miss 
so many days of school. 

DISCUSSING JOBS ... Gary Schnelder and Lance Neilson look over possible Job positions. 

ing "grown up." They 
believe that this kind of life 
wi\\ be easy to obtain. But 
for teens that actually live it, 
this is far from reality. 

Here are two of the 
storias from high school 
teens that live on their own. 

Lance Nielson, a junior, 
has been living with a 
roomate for five months. He 
left his home due to con­
flicts with his family. 
Nielson has found that the 
school has made his situa­
tion much harder. For ex­
ample, when a student 
misses school due to an ill­
ness, the office needs to 
have a call or a note from 
a parent or legal guardian, 
but when the student lives 

"If the students miss 
school, it should be up to 

(Photo by Linda Jordre) 

so they don't need the 
school's pressure to kick 
them out. 

According to Lance, the 
school board and the 

''If they miss so many days of 
school, they'll probably flunk out 
anyway, so they don't need the 
school's pressure to kick them 
out." 

them to worry about it," 
Lance said. "If they miss so 
many days of school, they'll 
probably flunk out anyway, 

school system is part of the 
problem with the difficulty 
these students face. "How 
is it that people are chosen 

to be on the school board 
when they don't go to 
school to see what the kids 
are actually going through 
or know how the kids feel 
about the school system? 
It's these people that are 
making all the decisions," 
said Lance. 

Lance thinks that the 
school board should con­
sider adding guidance 
counselors to the board. 

"School counselors are a 
tremendous help," said 
Lance. "They have hands­
on experience and know­
how about the school.'' 

Living on your own is ex-

tremely hard financially. 
Lance does not have ac­
cess to his bank accounts, 

a "Finding 
place to live 
that I could af­
ford was not 
easy.'' 

and his parents do not help 
support him. Lance is look­
ing for employment but 
right now he counts on his 

Guidance office offers help to students on their own 

DISCUSSING THE OPTIONS ... Julle Griese talks with Mavis Booze about her living arrangements. 

(Photo by Linda Jordre) 

By Lisa Pope 

Students that do not live 
at home with their parents 
can get help. The help they 
may receive can begin with 
the guidance department at 
Riggs. 

"One of the first things we 
do in guidance is inform 
social services," said 
Counselor Mavis Booze. 

Through Social Services 
students are able to receive 
food stamps, low income 
housing, and health care 
with Indian Urban Health. 

"We then try to keep the 
student in contact with the 
parents," said Booze, "and 

we spend a lot of time in 
counseling.'' 

A student living on his or 
her own may seem to have 
"the glamorous life" to 
some. What is glamorous 
about working everyday to 
survive, having failing 
grades, and attending 
detention for absences that 
are considered skips? 

"The student not living at 
home has no one to call 
and say they are sick. 
Because of this, they are 
considered to have skip­
ped," said Booze. 

''What we have basical­
ly are students living as 
adults!" Booze said. 
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Seniors·named 'Students of the Month' 

-­

TIME OUT ... October students of the month are high achievers Laurie Mlkkonen and Tom Valentin. (Photo by 
Kris Hansen) 

lnterp Ends Season '3-D' Week 

by Tempe Malena 
Laurie Mikkonen and 

Tom Valentine were recent­
ly selected as October 
students of the month. 

Mikkonen is involved in 
basketball, National Honor 
Society, and Letterwinner's 
Club. 

"Achieving the best 
regular season record ever 
for basketball and winning 
the ESD title for the first 
time," are Mikkonen's most 
memorable experiences. 

Her future plans include 
attending college. She 
plans on majoring in the 
business field with accoun­
ting or marketing, but 
hasn't decided for sure. 

When asked what she 
enjoyed most about Riggs, 
Mikkonen said, "I enjoy the 
feeling of anticipation when 
checking the office to see if 
I have a message!" 

The advice Mikkonen 
leaves Riggs students is 

"the years you are in high 
school are a fun time. En­
joy these days and build 
your memories." 

Valentine participates in 
football, oral interpretation, 
chorus, one-act plays, and 
the band, "First Time". 

"Going to Washington, 
D.C. for Close-Up and
riding one of the world's
longest escalators" was
Valentine's most
memorable experience.

After graduation Tom 
plans to attend college and 
major in broadcast 
journalism. 

Valentine enjoys the peo­
ple at Riggs, but would like 
to let the seniors choose 
their own open periods "in 
case they want to watch a 
Cub's game in the after­
noon." 

Valentine's advice for 
underclassmen is "to be 
the person you want to be, 
not the person someone 
else wants you to be." 

by Jvonne Heard 

Pat Baker, Rene 

"Since the students are 
involved in so many other 
activities, it's hard to get 
them up to their stan­
dards," replied Coach 
Birhanzel. "Now that state 
is coming up I think they will 
start working harder on 
their pieces." 

ADD participates in national campaig 
Creager, and Tom Valen­
tine attended the state oral 
interpretation contest 
November 17 and 18 in Mit­
chel/. Coach Candy 
Birhanzel accompanied on 
the trip. 

Baker and Valentine 
received a superior at state. 
Creager received two 
excellents. 

Baker and Valentine 
were awarded a superior at 
the regional competition for 
their duet memorized inter­
pretation of The Nerd.

Creager won superiors at 
regionals in two categories: 
serious interpretation of a 
drama and poetry. Her 
drama was The Blizzard
Voices, while her poetry 
reading was "In­
heritance." 

The other members that 
competed in regionals in­
clude Thad Fenk in oratory, 
Eric Morrison in serious 
prose, and Tim Schmidt in 
humorous. 

Oral interpretation is a 
speaking competition that 
involves interpreting 
literature. Students com­
pete in several categories 
of literature: poetry, prose, 
and drama. Some of the 
categories require 
memorization and some do 
not. 

No selection may be over 
1 0 minutes. 

ENDING THE SEASON ... Oral lnterp participants include Rene Creager, Tim 
Schmidt, Tom Valentine, Thad Fonk, and not pictured are Pat Baker and 
Eric Morrison. (Photo by Kris Hansen) 

The SADD chapter has 
announced that President 
George Bush, the U.S. 
Congress and Governor 
George Mickelson has 
designated December 
1 0-16 as "Drinking and 
Driving Awareness Week". 

"3-D Week" was 
established in 1982 to boost 
the nationwide battle 

against driving while intox­
icated. It is an excellent 
yearly reminder of the tragic 

drunk driving crisis that 
faces every American com­
munity, and provides op-
portunites for all citizens to 
learn how they can help 
make our highways safer. 

"President Bush, in 
designating this week, calls 
attention to the need for all 
Americans to drive more 
carefully during the holiday 
season-and throughout the 
year", said Robert Town­
send, SADD sponsor. 

"People all across 
America are organizing an 
all-out effort to combat 
alcohol abuse and drunk 
driving during this holiday 
season." said Townsend. 

According to the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Ad­
ministration, alcohol is in­
volved in over two million 
motor crashes each year. 

� Drinking and 
Drugged 

Driving 
vvareness Week 

December 10-16 
In 1988. 70 people were killed in South Dakota due to 

alcohol related crashes. This year looks like it will be even 
worse. In the last ten years 887 people have been killed 
in South Dakota. countless have been injured. 

As a reminder not to drink and drive ... 

Tie a Red Ribbon on your vehicle 
and on the vehicles of those you 
Love! 

REMEMBER those who have died. 
And remember - a Safety Belt may be your only defense 
against a drunk driver. 

South Dakota Office of Highway Safety, 118 West Capitol. Pierre. SD 57501 

Over 650 ,000 persons were community outreach pro 
injured last year in alcohol- grams to make this a saf
related crashes. And, of all 
drivers killed each year, and happy holiday by pro­
over 50 percent are legally tecting our friends and lov-
intoxicated. . 

Riggs High School $ADD ed o�es. !he_ messag� 1� 

chapter will work with other clear. Don t dnnk and dnve.




